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Subversive Color at the Rose Art Museum

by Martha Buskirk on May 30, 2015

Installation view of “Pretty Raw: After and Around Helen Frankenthaler,” showing work by Dona Nelson, Jackie
Saccoccio, Carrie Moyer, and Laura Owens (courtesy Rose Art Museum, Brandeis University. Photo by Charles
Mayer)

WALTHAM, Mass. — To say that painting is having a moment would be ironic — since, despite
periodic claims regarding its demise or return, it clearly never went very far away. But we do seem to
be in the midst of another wave of attention, including Laura Hoptman’s provocative The Forever
Now: Contemporary Painting in an Atemporal World at the Museum of Modern Art and Katy
Siegel’s Pretty Raw: After and Around Helen Frankenthaler at Brandeis University’s Rose Art
Museum.

Pretty Raw began as a book, Siegel’s soon to be published “The heroine Paint”: After
Frankenthaler. Taking advantage of her role as curator-at-large at the Rose, she is presenting a
closely related exhibition that incorporates some of the museum’s strong holdings in postwar
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